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MEMORIALIZING ANYBODY RISKS FALSE WORSHIP, OR
AT LEAST A FUTURE RECKONING
BY: JASON BYASSEE, PUBLISHED IN THE VANCOUVER SUN
(WRITTEN BY ONE OF AMY'S PROFESSORS AT VST)

It is not often that theology can illuminate a public discussion. But the current public investment in
the question of memorials may be such a time. Why do we depict certain persons in bronze or stone
and place them in positions of reverence? What happens when times change and those once
proudly depicted now evoke public shame or anger?
Religious communities have been over these grounds before.
The Christian church has often struggled with whether to depict God or human beings in image or
statuary. The second commandment of the law of Moses prohibited such images. Only God creates.
When human beings create images, we tend to worship them — the very definition of idolatry. The
church’s Jewish elder sisters and brothers in faith tend to take the commandment more seriously
than we Christians, wayward younger siblings that we are.
Islam, which sees itself as the culmination of previous revelations to Moses and Jesus, is even more
strict in prohibiting images. This has yielded the vast Muslim universe of creativity in more abstract
imagery and in poetry. Islam often has the virtue of tidying up what we Christians have left messy,
and here as elsewhere it is clear: Don’t depict humanity, let alone God. Only God creates.
This is where the church differs from our fellow Abrahamic faiths. We depict Jesus Christ, whom we
take to be God in flesh. Why, when we still revere the ten commandments, and agree that making
things often leads to idolatry? We believe the second commandment is in effect until the time of the
incarnation. But after the angel Gabriel tells an unmarried Jewish teenager from the sticks that God
is going to take flesh in her untouched womb, something changes. Human beings should not draw
God, indeed. But God has drawn God on the easel of human flesh.
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CONTINUED...
MEMORIALIZING ANYBODY RISKS FALSE WORSHIP, OR
AT LEAST A FUTURE RECKONING
After God “depicts” God’s self in Jesus, we not only may draw God, we had better do so. If we do
not, we will forget that God has taken flesh in Jesus and lose the incarnation. That’s the argument
for icons developed by St. John of Damascus and others in the Eastern Orthodox churches.
Orthodox Christians to this day fill their churches with images of Jesus, and also the saints.
Orthodox believers light candles in front of the images, offer incense, kiss them, and say prayers in
front of them. These images are an extension of the incarnation: God in our flesh, God at work in
the saints, and now God in our church. Jews and Muslims may see this behaviour and worry about
idolatry. And they would be right — if God had not taken flesh.
But many other Christians disagree. The Reformed movement reacted against Roman Catholic
statuary in the 16th century by, well, pulling down statues. Reformed Christians purport to take the
Old Testament more literally and seriously than their fellow Christians, but more importantly they
see the way statues of saints tempt people to idolatry and tempt the church to being what Calvin
called “a factory of idols.”
It is a Christian thing then to depict God and humanity in images and to venerate them then. It is
also a Christian thing to dismantle statues of God and humanity to ward off idolatry. The church has
never been much good at consistency. One defence might be the words of Walt Whitman: We are
large. We contain multitudes.
Now some shriller, more defensive voices are condemning what George Will calls the
“defenestration” of statuary in the U.S. President Donald Trump is pondering erecting more statues,
including religious leaders like Billy Graham. Protesters are right to say they are tired of seeing
white supremacists put in places of honour, their memory whitewashed, the blood on their hands left
off the marble.
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CONTINUED...
MEMORIALIZING ANYBODY RISKS FALSE WORSHIP, OR
AT LEAST A FUTURE RECKONING
But the troubling questions are about those that Americans otherwise revere. Anyone for taking
down the Jefferson Memorial, given his slavery and rape? What about the Lincoln Memorial,
perhaps the grandest display in D.C., due to his more garden-variety 19th century racism? My Cree
colleague at the Vancouver School of Theology describes a statue of John A. McDonald coming
down in the Maritimes this way: “We put him in timeout.” That’s not bad. What about Gassy Jack
here in Vancouver? The tourist postcard bait is of a man who did more than jabber at a bar. He also
married a 12-year-old Indigenous woman — an act we now correctly recognize as rape. Timeout
may not be strong enough — someone get the smelter.
Two problems remain. What do we put up instead? Clearly, one reason for the refenestration of
Indigenous totem poles in this region is that these are public symbols we can nearly all agree upon.
There would undoubtedly be more to suggest, especially from Asia and Africa.
The problem with memorializing anybody is that one era’s hero is another’s villain. And new
information comes to light. What if we had placed Jean Vanier in stone for his founding of L’Arche,
serving thousands of differently abled adults, before learning in the last year or two of his multiple
abusive relationships with women? His father Georges Vanier, much commemorated in Canada,
including in this city, has had no such scandal emerge. But anyone could. “There is no one
righteous, not even one,” St. Paul wrote, echoing Israel’s scriptures. Good reason for the second
commandment that.
Human beings seem to need people to admire across generations — it’s good and natural. But a
good rejoinder for now may be to leave those plinths empty. To do otherwise is to risk false worship.
Or at least a future reckoning.
* Jason Byassee is a Methodist minister from the U.S. who teaches preaching at the
Vancouver School of Theology
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ST. ANDREW’S FINANCIAL UPDATE
SUBMITTED BY HEATHER CAMPBELL, TREASURER

Hello St. Andrews family. I hope everyone is well and able to keep safe.
I wanted to send an updated financial position as of June 30. We are conducting our annual
review, and through that process discovered that some funds sent by the United Church
Foundation that were donations to St. Andrew's congregation were mistakenly sent to the St.
Andrews Regional Ministry. As this was a large transfer it significantly improves our end of the
year fiscal picture. Of note, our contributions are less than budget, however not as significantly as
previously thought. The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy effectively replaces a special appeal
however this is a limited time program, and St. Andrew's may not benefit from it as greatly, or at
all, in the coming fiscal year.
Other changes from July’s update are that a more detail reconciliation of Church In Community
funding was completed, so that line is broken out. Finally, Amortization of Fixed Assets is included
(which is a non-cash expense and is not budgeted for).
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ST ANDREW’S FINANCES UPDATE CONTNUED...
A condensed balance sheet is presented below. Please remember that included in accounts
payable is $40,000 related to the Canadian Emergency business Account. The cash that was
mistakenly sent to Regional is now an Account Receivable for the congregation :
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
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WE NEED YOUR INPUT!
MOVING THE FORWARD - SHAPING THE FUTURE
Vision and Mission
The Amalgamation Steering Committee is expanding our discussion to include the VISION and
MISSION of the new entity. The Vision is where we see ourselves in the future, the Mission is our
purpose and how we will achieve our vision. Please see below for both DRAFT versions of the
Vision and Mission Statements. Please let us know what rings true? What is missing? The Vision
and Mission are often the first thing a person reads into when looking for a church, is it short? Is it
easy to understand? What could make it better?
Thank you for all your contributions for the Faith Statement, Values, and Goals, if you have
anything you would like to add to the discussion it is not too late, give us an email! Through early
fall we hope to finalize these 5 components. If you are interested in helping wordsmith the next
version please let us know. Once the Faith Statement, Goals, Values, Vision, and Mission have
been finalized we will be able to look at the next phase of development!
Please submit all responses to Jocelyn or John Palmer.
Thank you.
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CONTINUED...
MOVING THE FORWARD- SHAPING THE FUTURE
Mission Statement Draft - 08/2020
We are a community of faith that is intentionally inclusive providing a safe place for all people to be
nurtured in faith, to serve the greater community, to seek justice for all as we do all things in love.
As a community of faith, we are called through our actions to .....
● Do all things in love
● Provide intentionally inclusive, safe ministries and environments where all
are welcome, accepted and supported
● Nurture and proclaim our faith through our ministries, always looking for
new ways connect with our changing world
● Engage and serve our local and broader communities
● Seek justice for all, speaking out against injustices in our world and help
find solutions
Seeking… Connecting… Caring… Serving

Vision Statement Draft - 08/2020
We are a welcoming and vibrant (Christian) Community of Faith that cares for all God’s people
and creation that:
● Provides intentionally inclusive and safe places were all people are welcome and supported with
a shared sense of belonging.
● Provides and supports opportunities for all to explore, grow and live out their faith.
● Demonstrates our faith through action by engaging with and serving the communities around us
and in the world
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A PRAYER
FROM RT. REV DR. RICHARD BOTT, MODERATOR

Hi, God...
it's not too long before my daughter heads back to
school,alongside of other children, teens, and young
adults,in so many communities.
And, to be honest, I'm worried.
Not just for her,
but for every single student from the youngest to the eldest;
and for every single teacher,
and support person,
every one of the support staff,
and the administrators the people we trust to not only help our children learn,
but learn in an environment where they are
safe,
cared about,
and respected;
where their whole person is taken into account,
as they live and learn and grow!
But... I'm worried.
I'm worried about their health,
in the face of Covid-19.
I'm worried about the resources we've set aside,
not just to ensure their learning,
but their learning in safety.
And it's not just the ones who will participate in learning
at the school building I'm worried about the ones who will be learning from home,
the ones who will be sitting in front of their screens,
connecting with the lessons, the teachers,
and their peers there.
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CONTINUED - A PRAYER
And I'm worried about the students
who won't have what they need technologically, or people-wise to experience the schooling we understand
they need.
So, I'm praying.
I'm praying that our decision-makers:
listen to the science,
make sure the resources are there,
do all they can to help the children
who will be in schoolrooms and at home;
I'm praying
for the health of our children,
and all those who support them;
I'm praying
that we all work together,
in equity and in hope,
to ensure that every student has what they need,
to be the learner that they are.
And I continue to pray for all of our health-care workers,
and those researching therapies and vaccines,
that we might be able to respond to Covid-19,
and have the health to work on
the rest of what needs to be done.
Help me to trust that we are doing all that we can
for all of our children.
Help me to trust that we will do even more
than we think we are able,
for every child,
everywhere.
In Christ's name, I pray.
Amen.
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YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
Rendez-vous 2020 - Reimagined event draws the circle wider
PUBLISHED ON AUGUST 24, 2020 BY THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

Dr. James Makokis is a proud Cree from the Saddle Lake First Nation in northern Alberta
and a physician. He was a keynote speaker at Rendez-vous 2020.
Credit: Speakers Bureau of Canada
Rendez-vous 2020, the United Church's national youth and young adult gathering, was an
event like no other―just as 2020 has been a year like no other.
In late April, the Rendez-vous design team decided there couldn't be a large gathering in
Calgary because of COVID-19. Plans that had been in the works for over a year were
scrapped, disappointment reigned, and there was wavering about whether to postpone to
2021, cancel completely, or reimagine. After anxious conversations, disagreements, and a
few tears, the decision was made to reimagine Rendez-vous 2020 as an online event.
The team wanted young people to know that the church understood all they were missing,
cared for them even if we couldn't be with them in person, and wanted to bless them.
Rendez-vous 2020 Reimagined, held August 11‒14, was much like a face-to-face event.
There were engaging keynote speakers, lively worship sessions, home groups, a service
project, as well as workshops and spiritual practice sessions too numerous to list. Each
morning started with Teachings by Elders, and each evening ended with a fun social time.
Photos were shared, chats occurred, and exhibits viewed. Some people participated from
home, others took part while camping, and some joined in from their church parking lots.
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CONTINUED...
YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
Rendez-vous 2020 - Reimagined event draws the circle wider
More than 480 young people attended the various activities over the course of the event.
There were participants from every province in Canada as well as denominations, including
Anglican, Lutheran, and United Church of Christ. The virtual nature of the event drew the
circle wider than ever: Global partners from around the world, including the Philippines,
Palestine, France, and Kenya joined in.
Together, the participants shared bold faith, created brave space, and offered one another
brazen grace―all from a safe distance. Several young people thanked the church for
finding a creative way to host Rendez-vous. "Thank you so much for continuing with
Rendez-vous," one participant wrote, "I find it difficult to be in social settings at the best of
times so this was wonderful for me. I did miss creating those physical connections but I am
glad we were still able to gather, from a safe distance.
"Following a moving keynote speech by Dr. James Makokis, a leader and well-known expert
within the Indigenous, LGBTQ2 and medical community, one young person wrote, "Being a
young person going through college, it makes me feel so much better when I hear someone
who has failed but was able to get back on their feet. It's so inspiring."
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TUESDAY CHECK-IN EVERY TUESDAY AT 10 AM

Join us for a Zoom chat every Tuesday at 10:00 am
The Zoom Check-In link is sent out every Friday in the newsletter.
Phone Number: 587-328-1099
Meeting ID: included with the link

HEALING TOUCH
The Healing Touch team is disappointed that we can no longer offer services in person. The goal
in Healing Touch is to restore harmony and balance in the energy system, placing the client in a
position to self-heal. Healing Touch complements conventional health care and is used to
collaborate with other approaches to health and healing. The good news is these sessions can be
given remotely, meaning we can set up a date and time and send healing to people at home.
If you are interested in setting up a session please email us at healingtouch@andychurch.ca
or lyndawaddington@hotmail.com. We are all so grateful that we supported by our faith
community, that we are not alone!
Sending you all light and love, Lynda, Bonnie, Gail and Lorraine
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HOW WE ARE STAYING BUSY...

If you have a picture(s) you would like to share, please email them to Office@Andychurch.org
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MEETING MEMBERS OF
OUR FAITH COMMUNITY
1) Name: R. Angus Norman
2) Number of years you have been a member
or part of at St. Andrew’s United Church? 20
plus years
3) What brought you to St. Andrew’s United
Church? Location to my current residence after
recovery from car accident in Vancouver, BC.
Transferred to Southwood United when I was
boarding at my brother's family.
4) What is your favourite season and why?
Easter invite to extravagant dinners with Geoff
and Gail Weekes with total eight guests.
5) What activities are you involved with at St. Andrew’s United Church?
Sing in the current church choir, Spirit Singers. Attend annual BBQ, Family film nights
at St. Andrew's Centre
6) What is one of your favourite memories/times at St. Andrew’s United
Church? On a Tuesday agreed with Rev Jan and her friend Bev to hold a Family Burns
night. By Friday 40+ people showed up, including teenaged Scottish dressed piper,
grandson of George and Trudi Steber. Bev brought the Co-op haggis.
7) What is your favourite worship hymn?
'I the Lord of the Sea and Sky' was first heard sung by congregation at Carbon, AB.
The lady minister there was born and raised in Winnipeg, MB and after 20+ years in
mid 1980s remained in her first posting.
8) What is your favourite bible story?
Too many to say, such as parting of waters for Isrealites to leave Egypt
9) What is your favourite holiday and why? Can remember taking flower photos in
February in Vancouver, BC. Would you say that was Springtime?
10) What is a spiritual/testimony you would like to share? Attended Sunday three
services sometimes in 1950s at Zion United In Moose Jaw, SK. Decided by age 16 that
I wasn't good enough to join the church as a fully fledge member. Joined at age 44
when David Ferguson had me join the mother's day choir at Southminister United
Calgary, AB.

17

MEETING MEMBERS OF
OUR FAITH COMMUNITY
1) Name: Barb R
2) Number of years you have been a member
or part of at St. Andrew’s United Church? 30
years
3) What brought you to St. Andrew’s United
Church? My daughter was born and I wanted to
raise her in a Church environment, as I had been
raised.
4) What is your favourite season and why?
The summer equinox. I love the long days, warm
evenings and looking up at the starts on clear
nights.
5) What activities are you involved with at St. Andrew’s United Church?
Coffee making and greeting
On Council
6) What is one of your favourite memories/times at St. Andrew’s United
Church? When I was involved with the Sunday School when my daughter was attending. I
especially enjoyed the Christmas pageants and still do.
7) What is your favourite worship hymn? There are so many wonderful and up-lifting
hymns. I will always remember "Jesus Loves Me" as a favourite.
8) What is your favourite bible story? Noah's Art. It allows me to think about just where
in the world this happened. The flood could not have covered the entire earth but it allows
me to think about faith, new beginnings and how we connect to many areas of our world.
9) What is your favourite holiday and why? Thanksgiving because I spend it with good
friends and with my daughter.
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2ND ANNUAL CALGARY CITYWIDE PRIDE SERVICE 2020

On Sunday, September 6 at 10 am, we will be joining Calgary's Affirming Network of Faith
Communities for an online pride service with special Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Megan Rohrer.
The Rev. Dr. Megan Rohrer is the first openly transgender pastor ordained in the Lutheran church
and is the pastor of Grace Lutheran in San Francisco, CA. Pastor Megan received a Doctorate in
Ministry from the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, researching LGBTQ issues, homeless youth
and pastoral organizing in San Francisco during the 60's and 70's.
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THE UNITED CHURCH'S NEW GENERAL SECRETARY
PUBLISHED ON AUGUST 28, 2020 BY THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

The Rev. Michael Blair, incoming General Secretary, General Council for The United Church of Canada
beginning November 1, 2020. Credit: Michael Blair
The United Church of Canada is pleased to announce the appointment of the Rev. Michael Blair as its
new General Secretary beginning November 1, 2020. The role of General Secretary, General Council is
a permanent position, providing leadership in the direction, management, and coordination of the affairs
of the church working in close collaboration with the Moderator, who is elected every three years as the
church’s spiritual leader and spokesperson.
The Rev. Blair is currently serving in the General Council Office, Toronto, as the Executive Minister,
Church in Mission Unit, which maintains the relationships with overseas partners, develops faith
formation resources for the church and initiates advocacy campaigns for the denomination. He has been
in that role for eight years. Born in Jamaica, his faith journey began in the Anglican Church. He came to
Canada as a young adult with his family, was ordained in the Convention Baptist Church, and in 2010
was admitted to the United Church’s order of ministry.
The Rev. Blair replaces Nora Sanders, who is retiring after almost 14 years as General Secretary. The
Rev. Blair was appointed by the church’s General Council Executive during their online meeting August
27 after a search process that lasted 10 months. Sanders says, “I have worked with Michael for 12 years.
I know his deep faith and sense of call to continue the life and work of the United Church in this time, with
all its complexities. He is also well known in ecumenical circles and to many of our international partners,
so he brings a broad horizon of expertise to the role.”
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CONNECTIONS MINISTRY
To remind all of us of the pastoral care and support
available, we encourage you to read and keep this note
handy. Please remember, you are not alone.
Pastoral care is an ancient practice of emotional and
spiritual support that can be found in all cultures and
traditions. In our modern times, pastoral care happens
when an individual (or group) supports others in their pain,
loss and anxiety, and also in times of triumph, joy and
celebration.
St. Andrew’s United Church is a Community that Cares!
We are a community that celebrates with you in times of
joy, and cares for you in times of need. We are here for
you.
Through our Connections Ministry, everyone is welcome to connect to and reconnect with our ministry of
caring. For example, you may wish to reach out to us at times of: Personal or family crisis; distress,
loneliness, difficulty coping with life events such as job loss, illness, bereavement; if you are uncertain
and require information or clarification about an issue concerning St. Andrew’s United Church;
Celebration – we want to be with you to celebrate good news, seasons of light and delight, and God’s
blessings for your life
Pastoral Care is offered in several ways at St. Andrew’s United Church:
Pastoral Care is provided by our Staff Team in various forms to individuals and families within our
community of faith. This is done via phone calls, visiting in home or hospital, emails, text messages, or
on a more casual basis throughout the week. Staff are also available for emergency pastoral care
should a need arise.
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry provides prayer shawls on behalf of our church community to celebrate and
support people in their life journeys. These prayer shawls are knit with love from members of our
community of faith, and available to all. If you know someone who could use a prayer shawl, please
let us know, we are happy to deliver one, or give it to you to share with another.
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CONNECTIONS MINISTRY CONTINUED...
Through our thoughtful Card Ministry, caring cards are sent on behalf of our church community to
celebrate and support people in their life journeys. Cards are sent to offer sympathy, well wishes,
get well soon greetings, prayers and other celebrations. If you know someone who could use a
card, please let our ministerial staff know.
The fourth Thursday of each month (with the exception of July and August) we gather for
Connections Lunch. This lunch is hosted by volunteers of St. Andrew’s Community of Faith and is
a free-will offering. All are invited and welcome, come as you are, with your family, or bring a
friend. Share a meal with us and enjoy the community. * THIS IS CURRENTLY ON HOLD DUE
TO COVID
We believe in the power of prayer and through our Prayer Ministry, a group of individuals offer
prayers of hope, health, healing, support and encouragement. Prayer requests can be added to
the Prayers of the People which is shared during worship, and/or on the Private Prayer List, which
is confidential and discretion will be exercised in an effort to respect the privacy of people for
whom prayers are being offered. If you know someone who would benefit from being added to the
list, or if you wish to be a ‘prayer’, and receive the Private Prayer List, please contact Amy
Haynes.
Pastoral Care naturally takes place through Members Connections with one another. This is when
members simply reach out to individuals in our community of faith by providing a friendly
connection. This is done through individual phone calls, naturally through coffee hour and
touching base with one another.
If you or someone you know from our Community of Faith requires support through any of our
Connections Ministry: Congregational and Pastoral Care, please contact Amy Haynes or Lisa Penzo.
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MITTEN TREE
We have received a number of donations of yarn
and would like to share them with those who would
like to knit mittens, toques or scarves for the 2020
Mitten Tree. If you would like some yarn, please
contact Sheila Swan and she will deliver yarn to
you.
Thank you for your upcoming support of our Mitten
Tree Project.
Sheila Swan

BOOK CLUB
The book club will next meet on Thursday, September
10, 10:30 am, location TBA.
We will be discussing the novel Our Homesick Songs
by Emma Hooper. All are welcome to participate.
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THE RISE AND FALL OF LESBIAN NATION
An Interview with Dr. Lillian Faderman
Date: Thursday, September 3, 2020
Time: 7 - 8:30 pm M.T.
Platform: Zoom
The Calgary Institute for the Humanities Second Annual LGBTQ2S+ Lecture presents Dr. Lillian
Faderman.
This topical lecture, hosted during Calgary Pride, will examine why lesbian feminism was so
important to women in the 1970s and '80s. In diving into this topic with Dr. Lillian Faderman, you
will gain a deeper understanding into how the movement emerged; what the movement did for
women and the controversy over TERF ("trans-exclusionary radical feminists" and the trans
issue) and the complex reasons that account for its fall.
Registration is required through: alumni.ucalgary.ca

ST. ANDREW'S OFFICE HOURS
Amy Haynes
Works remotely daily
Amy can be reached by email at amy@andychurch.org
Office
Monday - Thursday
9 am - 12 pm, 1 pm - 4 pm
Friday
9 am -12 pm, 1 pm - 4 pm
No one is in the office, everyone works remotely

Upcoming Holidays, Office Closed
Monday, September 7- Labour Day
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VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY - OPEN HOUSE
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SEPTEMBER ACTIVITIES
Weekly
Sunday
Sunday Worship Service delivered to your inboxes at 10:00 am
Tuesday
Tuesday Check-In via Zoom, 10 am (watch for the link to be sent out in the Friday
newsletter)
Wednesday
Wednesday Reflection with Rev. Tom Melvin
Thursday
Thursday Reflection with Amy
Friday
Weekly newsletter sent out

Up Coming Activities
Sunday, September 6 - Calgary Citywide Pride Service, 10 am Link will be emailed out
Wednesday, September 9 - Amalgamation Steering Committee Meeting, 7 pm
via Zoom
Thursday, September 10 - Book Club, 10:30 am (location TBA)
Sunday, September 13 - LIVE Communion, 10 am, Link will be e-mailed out
Sunday, September 13 - CQC Service, 7 pm, via Zoom
Wednesday, September 23 - Amalgamation Steering Committee Meeting, 7 pm
Sunday, September 27 - CQC Service, 7 pm, via Zoom

St. Andrew's Centre
1, 10601 Southport Rd SW
Calgary AB T2W 3M5
Phone: 403.259.4080
office@andychurch.org

www.andychurch.org

Copyright © 2020 St. Andrew's Centre, All rights reserved
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