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JOIN US FOR LIVE COMMUNION
THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 
VIA YOUTUBE AT 10 AM
Join us for LIVE communion this Sunday, August 2, 10 am.

Please have your elements ready for the Service, so they may

be blessed. The LIVE link will only remain active for the

duration of the service. After that time you may watch the

service, minus the communion portion, on our YouTube

channel - St. Andrew's United Church, Calgary AB

R E F L E C T I O N  -  2

U P D A T E  O N  C H U R C H  F I N A N C E S  -  4

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  - 6

M O V I N G  F O R W A R D /

S H A P I N G  T H E  F U T U R E  -  7

N E W  F A I T H  S T A T E M E N T  -  9

A  P R A Y E R  F R O M  T H E  M O D E R A T O R  -  1 1

Y O U T H / Y O U N G  A D U L T  M I N I S T R I E S  -  1 2

K I D S  I N  A C T I O N  -  1 4

T U E S D A Y  C H E C K - I N  - 1 5

H E A L I N G  T O U C H  -  1 5

H O W  W E  A R E  S T A Y I N G  B U S Y  -  1 6

M E E T I N G  M E M B E R S  O F  O U R  F A I T H

C O M M U N I T Y  -  1 8
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S T .  A N D R E W ' S  O F F I C E  H O U R S  -  2 3

A U G U S T  A C T I V I T I E S  -  2 4

INSPIRING READS IN THIS ISSUE:
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REFLECTION

B Y  A M Y  H A Y N E S

I am writing this to you having abandoned several other ideas that I hope we will one day get our

day to talk about. Sometimes however, God provides one with an experience in the 11th hour that

we have no choice but to speak about. One of the most moving sermons I have ever watched was

given the day after Heather Heyer was run down and killed during the Charlottesville protests in

2017. Rev. Dr. Frank Thomas preached the following Sunday morning at Duke University Chapel,

throwing away his prepared sermon and preaching instead about the despair he wrestled with at the

state of things. While nothing quite so dramatic has happened to me, the Holy Spirit has moved and

I feel compelled to speak to you on one of the burning topics of the day: free speech. For those of

us steeped in Western rational, small “l” liberal thought, there is often no higher ideal or expression

of our thinking. We, as I said in my prayers last week, often make a god of the mind, of our thought

— sometimes to the exclusion of our other human gifts; and while I am grateful for robust debate, a

free press, and democratic ideals; I do believe there are factors with which we must temper our zest

for free speech, particularly as followers of Jesus Christ. Jesus said he was the way, the light, and

the truth, there isn’t much freer than that. Are the words that to choose to exercise freely soaked in

the love and grace of Jesus? Do they aim to lead to justice, to forgiveness, to understanding? Or,

are they diatribes and lectures steeped in confirmation bias--arrows slung out into the world with the

aim of expressing how right you are and how wrong others are? We are all guilty of the latter. Our

egos demand us to view ourselves as arbiters of right and wrong. I ask you though; what peace lay

there? Do our opinions actually make us, or anyone else freer?

I am not one who advocates for trigger warnings or safe spaces. I do not believe that people who

have toxic and harmful beliefs should be shunned into oblivion never to rejoin civil society again. I

believe that even vile things must be aired and that sunlight is the best disinfectant. In my life, I have

heard people confidently assert horribly racist opinions to my face and then ask me to a meal as if

nothing happened. I have been marginalized and stereotyped and underestimated thousands of

times. Both micro and macro aggressions due to my race, gender, appearance, and sexuality have

been a part of my life. They have hurt, but they have made me tougher and smarter. That isn’t true

for everyone who suffers in this way. Some people break, some people do not recover. We lose

talented, amazing children of God and the gifts they bring to bear because people think that their

opinions outweigh a moral and ethical conviction to be compassionate. That is not just true in the

world, that is true in our church.
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REFLECTION CONTINUED...

What we do as Christian people is profoundly counter cultural. Despite having government

authorization and backing for centuries, what we do now in the 21st century is not at all en vogue.

Essentially, we gather folks who have different backgrounds, differing politics, and unique

perspectives and gifts around this idea that if we worship God together, do ritual together, and strive

toward the lofty goal of being forgiving, justice-seeking human beings we can make something new

that is greater than the sum of its parts. We believe that we can, by grace and Spirit, actually be the

body of the living Christ. That is weird, folks. And I think it is time that as a church we remember just

how countercultural we are and lean into it. We do this not by assertion of where we are right about

everything, but by establishing a posture of humility and curiosity. We must listen more than we

speak. We must embrace the fact that by the standard of today’s world, we, as Christians are all

Other. No longer are we the standard of neutrality and rightness. This is not sinking in for some of

us and it is to our detriment.

People say the world is more divided than ever. I say we worship a God who models divine unity in

Trinity. People say that social media connection makes us crueler and more susceptible to

nonsense. I say we have always been threads in a divine web and what harms another, harms our

very life. People say they have a right to their opinion. I say every right is held in tension with

responsibility. We are all here together. Let our voices ring with truth steeped in wisdom and

compassion. Let us ask ourselves these important questions before we share our next hot take: “Is

it true, is it kind, is it necessary, is it helpful?” If we cannot answer yes, perhaps we might think to

leave it unsaid. Perhaps there is an uncontemplated freedom, beyond what we might have imagined

previously in that space.

Blessings,

Amy



Happy summer everyone, I hope you are all able to enjoy the summer break despite travel

restrictions.

 

Here is a condensed summary of the financials statements for the full fiscal year from July 1, 2019

to July 1, 2020.

S U B I T T E D  B Y  H E A T H E R  C A M P B E L L ,  T R E A S U R E R
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ST. ANDREW’S FINANCIAL UPDATE

Our deficit is larger than budget due decreased revenue. Our contributions are down, offset

slightly by accessing the wage subsidy provided for COVID relief (CEWS) from the federal

government.  Expenses remained largely in line with budget, with the Chinook Winds assessment

and being lower than anticipated and church in community spending also being lower than budget.



A condensed balance sheet is presented below:
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ST ANDREW’S FINANCES UPDATE CONTNUED...

The Fiera investment fund had a roller coaster of a year, but happily recovered losses from the

first quarter in the second quarter. We were able to avoid drawing from these funds during the

lowest price months by accessing the Canada Emergency Business Account for a $40,000

interest free loan, which is currently sitting in accounts payable, as we anticipate repayment in the

next 12 months.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT



We are on the right track and should continue moving forward to making a recommendation

on amalgamation.

Proceed with prudence but don’t take too long.     

Keep the Communities of Faith informed and engaged as we proceed.        

We will need to build strong buy-in from the communities of faith so that when it comes time

for the 2 congregations to vote there is a very large majority that support the recommendations

We need to make sure we continue to nurture our faith community connections, support our

members in their faith journey and provide pastoral care as we move forward.     

We need to a have a good ministry leadership transition plan, especially with Hillary not

returning until the beginning of June 2021 and Tom planning to retire at the end of June.         

There are many options to consider as we look at space and building requirements for staff

and the programs we want to pursue 

At the beginning of June we sent out the Moving Forward Report for everyone to review and

provide feedback on.  Here are the links to where they are on the Congregational websites:

Deer Park:  http://dpuc.ca/moving-forward-shaping-the-future/

St. Andrew’s:  https://andychurch.org/2020/06/moving-forward-shaping-the-future/

For those of you that rely on the mail we have included a copy of the report.

 

We invited both communities of faith to participate in information sessions to review the report and

recommendations, answer questions and capture feedback.  

 

35 members from our communities of faith participated in 5 Zoom sessions and 1 in-person

session that were held from June 15 to June 22.   

 

At the sessions there were lots of questions and good discussion around concerns and

suggestions.  

 

While there are many things to consider, there are feelings of excitement and anticipation as we

move forward together.

 

Here is a summary of the feedback we received so far:
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WE NEED YOUR INPUT!
MOVING THE FORWARD- SHAPING THE FUTURE
AMALGAMATION STEERING COMMITTEE UPDATE



What excites you about moving forward together?

What suggestions do you have?

What concerns do you have?

How you would like to be engaged in this journey?

send a letter or email to either of church offices with your thoughts to be passed on the

steering committee 

contact any member of the Steering committee by email, phone or even Zoom  (see

committee members list below) 

 Richard Betts - SAUC

 Bruce Dean – DPUC 

 Karen Decoux – SAUC     

 Jocelyn Gelinas – DPUC 

 Merle Ann May – SAUC  

This is a good start but we need to hear from more members of our communities!  

Let us know:

      

We want to make sure we hear from as many people as possible, 

SO        

OR

 

One of the key next steps in this process will be to develop Faith, Vision and Mission Statements

for the new entity.  These will be the foundation on which we would build a new amalgamated

community of faith.  In the next article we are asking for you input into what a statement faith for a

new community of faith would include.

 

Looking forward to your participation as we take this journey together.

 

Jan van Egteren and John Palmer

Amalgamation Steering Committee Co-Chairs

 

Steering Committee:
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MOVING THE FORWARD- SHAPING THE FUTURE
AMALGAMATION STEERING COMMITTEE UPDATE
CONTINUED...

Brenda McKellar - SAUC

Rev. Tom Melvin - DPUC

John Palmer - SAUC

Shelley Spencer - DPUC

Jan Van Egteren - DPUC



What are some things that speak to you? 

Is there something you would change/add/take out?        

The Amalgamation Steering Committee (ASC) would love to invite you to VISION with us this summer!

We are looking at everything MISSION and VISION. Throughout the summer we will be seeking your

involvement in looking into the future, what does the perfect church look like? What are our passions,

our prides and our hopes? What is God’s plan for us? The mission and vision will guide us through all

aspects of our planning and we need YOU!

 

Over the course of the summer, we will continue having a conversation through questions, discussions

and reflection. By the end of September, we hope to have Faith, Mission and Vision statements, goals

and values, as well as a personal connection that will lay the foundation for the important work ahead.

Our churches both have amazing histories, serving our communities and reaching beyond. Below is a

very rough copy of a possible FAITH STATEMENT (What we

believe).  

We are inviting your feedback.

Does this represent where we currently are in our faith journey together? 

Fun activity: If you were to read a newspaper headline about something our new church does in the

future, what would it read and what would the date be?
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HELP CREATE A NEW FAITH STATEMENT



Loving and serving others

Respecting all creation

Celebrating life

Embracing diversity

Challenging injustices to create a safe sanctuary for all people to be themselves.

Faith Statement Draft - 07/2020

We are an inclusive, open, and progressive community of faith within the liberal Christian tradition, with its

roots in the social gospel.

As a faith community following the way of Jesus, we celebrate the mystery and excitement of God’s love

for all persons and creation.

No matter who you love or how you identify, you are accepted and not judged, regardless of age, race,

family status, physical or mental dis/ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, social economic status or

spiritual point of view.

We take the Bible seriously, but not literally, recognizing that parts of the tradition came out of specific

historical circumstances and need re-interpretation for our time. We believe that a questioning theology is

a healthy part of one’s spiritual journey.

We are called to live God’s love and follow the way of Jesus by;

Please submit all responses to

Jocelyn Gelinas or

John Palmer

We look forward to hearing from you!
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PROPOSED FAITH STATEMENT
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A PRAYER AS I PUT ON MY MASK

Creator,

as I prepare to go into the world,

help me to see the sacrament

in the wearing of this cloth -

let it be "an outward sign of an inward grace" -

a tangible and visible way of living

love for my neighbours,

as I love myself.

Christ,

since my lips will be covered,

uncover my heart,

that people would see my smile

in the crinkles around my eyes.

Since my voice may be muffled,

help me to speak clearly,

not only with my words, but with my actions.

Holy Spirit,

As the elastic touches my ears,

remind me to listen carefully -

and full of care -

to all those I meet.

May this simple piece of cloth be

shield and banner,

and each breath that it holds,

be filled with your love.

In your Name and

in that love,

I pray.

May it be so.
May it be so.    

P R A Y E R  F R O M  R T .  R E V  D R .  R I C H A R D  B O T T ,  M O D E R A T O R



YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
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YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
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Rendez-vous 2020

2020 is turning out to be a year of the unexpected and that means Rendez-Vous 2020 will be a

Rendez-Vous unlike any other, we are taking it on-line. Registration is still open for this FREE

event. Help spread the word!



KIDS IN ACTION
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Is currently on summer break and we can't wait to see you in September!

Remember to send us pictures of your Kids in Action!

 

If you need anything or would like to connect, please reach out. If you should find yourself in self-

isolation due to illness, returning from travels or self-directed and need anything please let us know.

We have volunteers who said they would be more than willing to help drop off "care packages" (of

course based on supplies we can find).

Lisa Penzo and Amy Wong

Kids in Action, 

Sunday Children’s Program 

kids2action@gmail.com



The Healing Touch team is disappointed that we can no longer offer services in person.  The goal

in Healing Touch is to restore harmony and balance in the energy system, placing the client in a

position to self-heal. Healing Touch complements conventional health care and is used to

collaborate with other approaches to health and healing. The good news is these sessions can be

given remotely, meaning we can set up a date and time and send healing to people at home. 

If you are interested in setting up a session please email us at healingtouch@andychurch.ca

or lyndawaddington@hotmail.com.  We are all so grateful that we supported by our faith

community, that we are not alone! 

Sending you all light and love, Lynda, Bonnie, Gail and Lorraine

Join us for a Zoom chat every Tuesday at 10:00 am

The Zoom Check-In link is sent out every Friday in the newsletter.

Phone Number: 587-328-1099

Meeting ID: included with the link 
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TUESDAY CHECK-IN EVERY TUESDAY AT 10 AM

HEALING TOUCH
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HOW WE ARE STAYING BUSY...

If you have a picture(s) you would like to share, please email them to Office@Andychurch.org
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Jim Dennis has been busy during COVID. At 91 year young, he has grown these beautiful flower

gardens, scraped down and painted the deck himself.

Your yard is beautiful Jim! 

HOW WE ARE STAYING BUSY CONTINUED...

If you have a picture(s) you would like to share, please email them to Office@Andychurch.org



Helping with refugee families – from Kosovo in 1999 and from Colombia in 2003.

Acadia Place – helping with clean-ups and delivering bread (this stopped in March

2020 due to COVID-19)

Garden – helping with planting, watering, weeding and harvesting the charity plots

behind Deer Park United Church.

Seniors luncheons

5) What activities are you involved with at St. Andrew’s United Church?

Church in Community and predecessors:

6) What is one of your favourite memories/times at St. Andrew’s United

Church? Pathways and Seniors Luncheons – both good fellowship opportunities.

7) What is your favourite worship hymn?

How Great Thou Art

8) What is your favourite bible story?

The Road to Emmaus and the Samaritan woman at the well – stories where Jesus

appeared to individuals.

9) What is your favourite holiday and why? Easter – with the Resurrection.

1) Name: Don S

2) Number of years you have been a member

or part of at St. Andrew’s United

Church? Since 1970 when we returned from 3

½ years in Houston, TX.

3) What brought you to St. Andrew’s United

Church? We checked out neighbourhood

churches and chose St. Andrew’s.

4) What is your favourite season and why?

Spring – The migratory birds come back and the

native pants such as the crocus begin to bloom.

MEETING MEMBERS OF
OUR FAITH COMMUNITY
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5) What activities are you involved with at St. Andrew’s United Church? I am

involved with movie night, sit on Council and a member of Church In Community

6) What is one of your favourite memories/times at St. Andrew’s United

Church? Christmas service. One Christmas I was volunteering for IFC and we invited the

guests to the services. My job was to help take people to the service. One gentlemen got

dressed in his finest clothes and wanted to attend but wouldn't enter the sanctuary

because he felt he didn't belong. I gave him my elbow and lead him to his a seat. Also,

Pathways - the energy, sharing, a different way to worship

7) What is your favourite worship hymn? Draw the Circle Wide, Standing on Holy

Ground, Like a Rock from Pathways

8) What is your favourite bible story?  Matthew 25:35-46

9) What is your favourite holiday and why? Christmas - I like the birth of Jesus story.

It's a chance to start fresh and to reconcile. It always feels like a fresh start with Christ.

10) What is a spiritual/testimony you would like to share? Finding St. Andrew’s. I had

been watching Touched By An Angel and it motivated me to get off the couch and start

looking for a way to help. I wanted to volunteer, do something for God and after one of 

episodes about homelessness. I knew I wanted to help there. I interviewed with CUPS

and ran into Lynda Waddington, who was looking for someone to work the night shift for

IFC. All of this lead me to St. Andrew’s, my wonderful Church family who has seen me

through a lot of tough times. I am thankful to have been led to my Church family.

MEETING MEMBERS OF
OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

1) Name: Joy P

2) Number of years you have been a member

or part of at St. Andrew’s United Church? 20 +

years

3) What brought you to St. Andrew’s United

Church? Lyndia Waddington introduced me to

the Inn from the Cold (IFC) program at the

Church from there I got more involvement with

various programs.

4) What is your favourite season and why?

Summer because there is no snow or ice. I finally

feel warm, I enjoy the green grass and flowers.
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5) What activities are you involved with at St. Andrew’s United Church?

I  completed my grade 12 year virtually at the office. It was great because I got to met 

lots of the congregants and spend time with Hillary. Since then I have also really

enjoyed spending time with Brenda.

6) What is one of your favourite memories/times at St. Andrew’s United

Church? Having lunches with Hillary and my mom

7) What is your favourite worship hymn?

The Lord's Prayer - Gordon Light version sung by Hillary

8) What is your favourite bible story?

The Creation Story

9) What is your favourite holiday and why? Halloween because you get to dress up

and eat lots of candy with no judging. 

MEETING MEMBERS OF
OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

1) Name: Kenzie A

2) Number of years you have been a

member or part of at St. Andrew’s United

Church? 1 year

3) What brought you to St. Andrew’s United

Church? M&P, Hillary and Brenda when they

hired my mom

4) What is your favourite season and

why? Fall because it's sweater weather and

it's pumkin season.
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CONNECTIONS MINISTRY

To remind all of us of the pastoral care and support

available, we encourage you to read and keep this note

handy. Please remember, you are not alone. 

 

Pastoral care is an ancient practice of emotional and

spiritual support that can be found in all cultures and

traditions. In our modern times, pastoral care happens

when an individual (or group) supports others in their pain,

loss and anxiety, and also in times of triumph, joy and

celebration. 

 

St. Andrew’s United Church is a Community that Cares! 

 

We are a community that celebrates with you in times of

joy, and cares for you in times of need. We are here for

you. 

Pastoral Care is provided by our Staff Team in various forms to individuals and families within our

community of faith. This is done via phone calls, visiting in home or hospital, emails, text messages, or

on a more casual basis throughout the week. Staff are also available for emergency pastoral care

should a need arise.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry provides prayer shawls on behalf of our church community to celebrate and
support people in their life journeys. These prayer shawls are knit with love from members of our
community of faith, and available to all. If you know someone who could use a prayer shawl, please
let us know, we are happy to deliver one, or give it to you to share with another.       

Through our Connections Ministry, everyone is welcome to connect to and reconnect with our ministry of

caring. For example, you may wish to reach out to us at times of: Personal or family crisis; distress,

loneliness, difficulty coping with life events such as job loss, illness, bereavement; if you are uncertain

and require information or clarification about an issue concerning St. Andrew’s United Church;

Celebration – we want to be with you to celebrate good news, seasons of light and delight, and God’s

blessings for your life 

 

Pastoral Care is offered in several ways at St. Andrew’s United Church:        
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CONNECTIONS MINISTRY CONTINUED...

Through our thoughtful Card Ministry, caring cards are sent on behalf of our church community to

celebrate and support people in their life journeys. Cards are sent to offer sympathy, well wishes,

get well soon greetings, prayers and other celebrations. If you know someone who could use a

card, please let our ministerial staff know.

The fourth Thursday of each month (with the exception of July and August) we gather for

Connections Lunch. This lunch is hosted by volunteers of St. Andrew’s Community of Faith and is

a free-will offering. All are invited and welcome, come as you are, with your family, or bring a

friend. Share a meal with us and enjoy the community.

We believe in the power of prayer and through our Prayer Ministry, a group of individuals offer

prayers of hope, health, healing, support and encouragement. Prayer requests can be added to

the Prayers of the People which is shared during worship, and/or on the Private Prayer List, which

is confidential and discretion will be exercised in an effort to respect the privacy of people for

whom prayers are being offered. If you know someone who would benefit from being added to the

list, or if you wish to be a ‘prayer’, and receive the Private Prayer List, please contact Amy

Haynes.

Pastoral Care naturally takes place through Members Connections with one another. This is when

members simply reach out to individuals in our community of faith by providing a friendly

connection. This is done through individual phone calls, naturally through coffee hour and

touching base with one another.

If you or someone you know from our Community of Faith requires support through any of our

Connections Ministry: Congregational and Pastoral Care, please contact Amy Haynes or Lisa Penzo.



SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
ST. ANDREW'S SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

Works remotely daily

Amy can be reached by email at amy@andychurch.org

No one is in the office, everyone works remotely

Monday, August 3 - Civic Holiday

Amy Haynes

Office 

Monday - Thursday

9 am - 12 pm

Friday

9 am -12 pm

Upcoming Holidays, Office Closed
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AUGUST ACTIVITIES 
Sunday

Sunday Worship Service delivered to your inboxes at 10:00 am

Tuesday

Tuesday Check-In via Zoom, 10 am (watch for the link to be sent out in the Friday

newsletter)

Tuesday Reflection with Rev. Tom Melvin

Thursday

Thursday Reflection with Amy

Friday

Weekly newsletter sent out

Youth Gatherings Via Zoom

On break for July and August, hope you have a great summer!  See you in

September!
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